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However, unlike Alberta, this province has not yet had an opportunity to develop these resources.
Therefore, any indication that a Liberal government might move to block oil sands development
would be a devastating blow to the Saskatchewan economy.

Saskatchewan is in a unique position. There is tremendous potential for energy development here.

Royalties garnered through this development could restore important infrastructure that has been
devastated by years of neglect.

A project of this size and magnitude could provide excellent opportunities for the aboriginal
peoples of the north, currently struggling with the lowest participation in the job market of
anywhere in Canada. Royalties from this resource could pave our crumbling roads and provide
the money needed to train and develop skilled workers to overcome a chronic labour shortage,
created by the policies of the current NDP government in this province.

Saskatchewan truly does stand at a crossroads. The proper decisions taken today could vault
Saskatchewan into a secure and prosperous future. However, ill-conceived ultimatums from a
possible new Liberal government in Ottawa are unhelpful at best and destructive at worst. We
have seen the sentiments expressed from previous Liberal government’s that authored disastrous

policies like the National Energy Program. The people of Saskatchewan don’t want it to happen
again.

In the future, I urge you to carefully consider how your comments might be received in
Saskatchewan, and ask that you also clarify what role Liberal policies might play in limiting
future oil sands development in this province.
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Dear Mr. Layton,

I am writing you today to ask for an explanation of your comments last week on
Canada’s energy sector. According to media reports, you told the Ottawa Economics

Association that an NDP government would “take away” money from oil companies to
further your ecological goals.

These types of comments are emblematic of an old, simplistic and ideologically-driven
paradigm that causes alarm in the minds of Saskatchewan people. As you may know,

Saskatchewan is Canada’s second largest oil producer. “Oil industry bad” is the kind of
knee-jerk reaction that led the former Liberal government to introduce its ill-considered

National Energy Program—an idea that send western Canada’s energy sector into a
decade-long tailspin.

Right now, companies are spending millions of dollars exploring and drilling test wells in
Saskatchewan’s oil sands. Officials with Oilsands Quest Inc. estimate there are roughly
60 billion barrels of potential oil in place in the Athabasca oil sands. Unlike Alberta, the
Saskatchewan resource remains untouched. The aboriginal peoples of northern
Saskatchewan have the lowest employment participation rate in the country.
Development of this resource would provide jobs and hope to these people.

Yet, federal politicians like yourself, seem to be trying your level best to make sure this

tremendous resource is never developed. That means the people of Saskatchewan would
never see the benefits.

Mr. Layton, the oil industry is not evil. It is an important component in the engine of
Saskatchewan’s economic growth. It’s time to abandon your dated ideas and begin
working with the hard working women and men who take great financial risk as they try
to move their projects forward.
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Yet you continually show your hostility towards policies that are of great importance to
the economic future of the west. I point to comments made January 29", when you called
for a moratorium on further projects in the oil sands. One week earlier, you called for an
end to the tax incentives that allowed the oil sands in Alberta to be developed—the same

incentives that will likely be crucial, if Saskatchewan is to see successful development of
oil sands here.

Why is it that every time the west is on the verge of making an economic breakthrough,
someone on the federal scene begins talking about redistributing or redirecting the

wealth? It’s almost as if there is a built-in resentment of the tremendous potential of
western Canada.

Iask that you end these harmful comments that threaten once again to stall an economic
renaissance in Saskatchewan before it even has a chance to begin.

Sincerely,

Brad Wall
Leader of the Official Opposition
Saskatchewan Party





